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Where it all began 
BPDM signed an SLA with DoET. 

SLA charges BPDM with all financial 
responsibilities pertaining to project and 
overall mentorship of the learners. 

SLA charges DoET with provision of schools 
(learners) and provide guidance.  
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Project objectives 
 To enhance interest of learners within the 

Environmental Science/Management related field. 

 BPDM’s response to the National Climate Change 
Response Policy by getting the young minds to 
develop Adaptation and/or Mitigation 
strategies/projects and be given incentives.  

 To raise awareness on shifting the focus from fossil 
fuel based energy to Renewable (alternative) 
Energy. 

 Above all, an opportunity to implement at least 1 
project per financial year. 
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• Our way of teaching the teachers 

• Trying to ensure a healthy and 
sustainable environment for everyone 
as stipulated within the constitution. 

• To promote energy conservation 

Project objectives (cont….) 
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Project focus 
 24 schools (12 Urban and 12 Rural). 
 3 learners per project (school). 
 Learners are required to develop a Renewable 

/alternative Energy related project under a teacher’s 
supervision. 

 After selection of learners a workshop is conducted 
where: 
 BPDM provides guidance on various focuses of Renewable 

Energy initiatives, rules and regulations, prizes, 
disqualification criteria etc… 

 DoET guides on model development (guided by Science expo 
concept), filing of paper work and ethical considerations. 
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Project focus (cont…) 
 BPDM/Locals conducts schools verification. 

 Pre-assessments conducted together with DoET 
and the specific local municipality. 

 Final assessment conducted before submission on 
end of February every year (Closing date for 
submission). 

 The pre and final assessment is to provide 
guidance and the visits are coupled with career 
guidance 

 The competition is held in March of every 
financial year. 
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Competition day  
 Panel of evaluators are invited to do evaluation 

and selection. 

 Comprised of independent stakeholders with 
background on science and renewable energy 
initiatives (Eskom, NECSA, Sci-Bono, SAASTA, 
etc) 

 Evaluators decision is final. 
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The best project is 
awarded: 3 x 
bursaries, R5000 for 
the school and 100 
fluorescent light 
bulbs. 
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1st Runner up is 
awarded: 3x laptops, 
R5000 for the school 
and 100 fluorescent 
light bulbs. 
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2nd Runner up is 
awarded 3 x digital 
camera’s, R5000 for 
the school and 100 
fluorescent light 
bulbs. 
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All other 
participating 
schools gets R3000 
and 100 fluorescent 
light bulbs. 
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Competition incentives/rewards (best 
project) 
 
 To claim bursary learners must provide proof of 

admission at  an accredited tertiary institution, proof 
of  residence, ID copy, BPDM confirmation letter of 
bursary and copy of statement of results (Grade 12). 

 Should the learner enrols for anything else other than 
Environmental related studies, he/she forfeits the 
bursary. 

 Should the learner fail grade 12, he/she forfeits the 
bursary. 
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Preview of previous comp 
 
 

Use lemons to generate 
energy (Alcohol fuels)  
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Preview of previous comp 
Known Solar Panels Solar cooker 
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Preview of previous comp 
Known Hydro-energy 

 
Miniature Hydro-energy 
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Preview of previous comp 
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Preview of previous comp 
Wind turbines Wind energy 
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Preview of previous comp 
Biomass… Biomass energy 
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Achievements 
 Through engagement with learners, they managed 

to get a lot of clarity and developed an interest in 
the Environmental field. (There's a lot within the 
field than just being tree huggers as people call 
us). 

 At least 19 projects were developed in one 
competition (79.1%). 

 The message has been spread. Learners and 
community at large are now aware of where the 
focus is shifting to, including energy saving tips. 

 Sparked a lot of interest in schools. 
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Challenges 
 Acquiring resources (financial) for project 

implementation as anticipated (objectives). 
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Sponsorships/collaborations 
 NWU (discussions in the pipeline) 

 NED Bank (priority when application process 
reopens in November) 

 Eskom 

 DEA 
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Conclusion 
 “Realising this commitment will require 

sustained effort and cooperation from all 
spheres of government, the private sector 
and civil society formations, and 
ultimately will depend on decisions by 
individual citizens to embrace climate-
friendly lifestyles and habits.” The 
commitment of creating / building a 
climate-resilient SA. 
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THANK YOU ! 

 

Bojanala going green 

Leaving the legacy for future 
generations. 
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